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Performance Notes

Instrumentation

Player 1:

Water tub/pot with 5' plastic tube*

Two drinking glasses, one filled with water

A few pieces of paper (standard printer paper is fine)

Kick drum**

Snare Drum**

Floor Tom (dampened to create a dry sound)**

Brake Drum (should not resonate a distinct pitch for extended duration)**
**These should be assembled in a traditional drum set formation

Percussion Legend for Drum Set

brake
Kk drum

: tom
kick snare .
1} I < I
1t H] f I

Implements needed: brushes, drum sticks and hard mallets

Player 2:

Water tub/pot with 5' plastic tube*

Cup filled with water w/straw

Megaphone fixed to a microphone stand or fixed in place like a microphone so the performer
can project through it without holding it. A Pyle megaphone is recommended by the composer
where the microphone is built into the actual horn. Megaphone should be kept at half volume
throughout to blend with the ensemble.

A few pieces of paper

Washboard

Low Wood Block

Two Bongos

Fireplace Bellows, preferably foot-powered

Cabasa

Implements needed: pencils and hard mallets

Player 3:

Wireless Bluetooth keyboard connected to laptop (used to trigger samples on Max/MSP)
Pot of dirt (w/contact mic inside)

Piece of cardboard

Ratchet (fixed to a surface preferably)

Implements neded: hard mallets

*The tubing used for this piece is plastic with a 3/16” diameter and is commonly used in
aquarium air pumps. This is used so that the performer can blow air into the water tub/pot. It is



recommended that this is tethered to the side of the pot so the performer has some control over
where it is placed within the pot but the tubing also doesn’t fall out of place.

\ 7 A three-line voice staff with an accompanying “vox” clef are used to indicate embouchure

a of the mouth for the various vowels and consonants that the vocalist performs. The top
line indicates e, the middle indicates a, and the bottom line indicates 0. When no

x consonant is given below, these embouchures should be used as indicated for breath
sounds. Never should these be pitched.

All other techniques are described in the score. For textual instructions given above a notehead,
perform action over the course of the duration of the notehead to which the text is assigned.

Amplification: Four microphones are needed for this piece. Each performer should place one
in front of specific instruments in order to capture more subtle sounds. The drum set, ratchet,
cabasa, megaphone, brake drum, wood blocks and bongos should NOT have microphones
placed near them. Recommendations for the mic placements are given below:

Player 1: Over/near water tub and drinking glasses. Rip paper near microphone as well.
Player 2: Over/near water tub and water cup w/straw. Rip paper near microphone as well.
Player 3: Rip piece of cardboard near the microphone to capture the sounds of the friction of
player’s thumbs rubbing against the cardboard surface.

The fourth microphone is a contact microphone that should be placed in a small pot of dirt. The
pot should be sized so that the performer can crunch the top of the dirt with their fist clenched.
The gain on this microphone should be brought up so that the sounds of the dirt are somewhat
subtle but audible.

Electronics: The third player plays a Bluetooth-connected keyboard or device that triggers
sound samples. This action should always be performed gently and should never be audible to
the audience. The number of each sample is given below each note. Volume of the samples
should be equivalent to that of the other performers. An “s” is indicated at the end of the piece to

tell the player to hit the s-button on the keyboard which will stop all sound.

All electronics and amplification will be routed between channels 1-6 on a mixer that
will then be routed to stereo speakers on either side of the stage. Care should be taken to place
speakers in front of performers and microphones to avoid feedback.
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